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of the ancient Republics. But these, they said,1 were
not Republics in the true sense of the name. They
were "democracies," commonwealths of the primitive
type, governed by the vote of the popular assembly,
which consisted of the whole mass of male citizens
<gnet together in one place. The true Republic must
always be understood as a commonwealth saved from
disorder by representative institutions.

But soon after the emancipated Americans began
their great experiment, its credit had to be sustained
against a much more terrible exemplification of the
weaknesses of republican institutions, for the French
Republic was established. The black shadow of its
crimes still hangs over the century, though it is fading
imperceptibly into the distance. But what has not
been sufficiently noticed, is its thorough political
miscarriage. It tried every expedient by which weak
governments, directed by unscrupulous men, attempt
to save themselves from open discomfiture. It put
to death all who were likely to oppose it, and it con-
ducted its executions on a scale which, for the quantity
of blood spilt within narrow limits of time, had been
unknown since the Tartar invasions. It tried foreign
war, and it obtained success in the field beyond its
wildest hopes. It tried military usurpation, and it
sent 'the most distinguished and virtuous of the new
constitutional school of French politicians, which, was

1 Federalist^ No. 10 (Madison).